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JOHNSON COUNTY MEMORIAL DAY AND POPPY DAYS

WHEREAS, this Memorial Day, we express our deepest appreciation to the men and
women in uniform who gave their last full measure of devotion so we might
live in freedom. We cherish their memory and pray for the peace for which
they laid down their lives. We mourn with the families and friends of those
we have lost, and hope they find comfort in knowing their loved ones died
with honor. Their unwavering devotion inspires us all -- they are the best of
America; and

WHEREAS, the sacrifices of those who have lost their lives as a result of their military
service in today’s war and previous wars are rightly the concern of all
citizens; and

WHEREAS, Memorial Day was designated a legal holiday in 1954 and was set aside to
remember in gratitude the lives lost in defense of our country’s freedom and
way of life; and

WHEREAS, World War I veterans returning to the United States remembered the wild
poppies lining the battlefields of France and Flanders, and soldiers of all
nations came to look upon this red flower as a symbol of the blood spilled
by their fellow countrymen in the defense of freedom; and

WHEREAS, the poppy has become a world-wide known and recognized symbol of
sacrifice and is a symbol of hope for all veterans who served this great
country through military service; and

WHEREAS, the American Legion Auxiliary in 1921, adopted the poppy as its memorial
flower to pay tribute to the war dead and aid living veterans and their
families and the military and their families; and






